
 
 
 

 

 

 

6 November 2020 
 

DJOKOVIC CLINCHES YEAR-END NO. 1 IN FEDEX ATP 
RANKINGS; EQUALS SAMPRAS’ RECORD OF SIX YEAR-END 
NO. 1 FINISHES  
 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FLORIDA – Novak Djokovic has clinched the year-end No. 1 FedEx ATP 
Ranking for a record-equalling sixth time, after the Sofia Open draw was published on Friday. At 33 years 
of age, Djokovic also sets a new record as the oldest year-end No. 1.   
 
The Serbian, who finishes as World No. 1 for the sixth time in the past 10 years (also 2011-12, ‘14-15 and 
‘18), draws level with his childhood hero, American Pete Sampras, who ended six straight years at the 
pinnacle of men’s professional tennis between 1993 and 1998. 
 
It is the 16th time in the past 17 years (except Andy Murray in 2016) that the year-end No. 1 has been held 
by Djokovic, Rafael Nadal (2008, ’10, ’13, ’17, ’19) or Roger Federer (2004-07, ’09). Andy Roddick was the 
2003 year-end No. 1. 
 
Djokovic, who began his fifth stint at World No. 1 on 3 February 2020, has enjoyed another stellar season, 
capturing four titles — including one Grand Slam championship and two ATP Masters 1000 crowns — from 
five tour-level finals, as well as helping Serbia win the inaugural ATP Cup in January.  
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

“Pete was somebody I looked up to when I was growing up, so to match his record is a dream come true” 
said Djokovic. “I will also keep striving to be a better player, hopefully have more success and break more 
records in a sport I love with all my heart.” 
 
“To finish the year as No.1 is one of the most impressive achievements in our sport, one which requires 
sustained excellence across the season,” said Andrea Gaudenzi, ATP Chairman. “To see Novak achieve 
this for the sixth time and match Pete’s record is simply incredible, and he continues to cement his place in 
the history books.” 
 
Djokovic, who moved past Sampras’ tally of 286 weeks in the top spot on 21 September 2020, will begin 
his 294th week overall at No. 1 in the FedEx ATP Rankings on Monday. If he does not relinquish his hold 
on the top spot, Djokovic will move past all-time record-holder Federer’s mark of 310 weeks on 8 March 
2021. 
 
In a reduced 2020, due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, Djokovic has currently compiled a 39-3 match 
record. He won his first 26 matches of the season and picked up four tour-level titles: a record eighth 
Australian Open (d. Thiem) in February, the Dubai Duty Free Tennis Championships (d. Tsitsipas) in 
February, the Western & Southern Open (d. Raonic), when the event was held in New York in August, the 
Internazionali BNL d’Italia in Rome (d. Schwartzman) in September. Last month, he was also runner-up in 
the Roland Garros final (l. to Nadal). 
 
Later this year, Djokovic will attempt to secure a record-equalling sixth Nitto ATP Finals trophy at The O2 in 
London from 15-22 November. Djokovic will be making his 13th appearance at the prestigious indoor 
event, where he will be officially presented the year-end ATP Tour No. 1 Trophy. 

 
ATP TOUR YEAR-END NO. 1s    
 
Year    Player 
2020    Novak Djokovic (Serbia) 
2019    Rafael Nadal (Spain) 
2018    Novak Djokovic (Serbia) 
2017    Rafael Nadal (Spain) 
2016    Andy Murray (Great Britain) 
2015    Novak Djokovic (Serbia) 
2014    Novak Djokovic (Serbia) 
2013    Rafael Nadal (Spain) 
2012    Novak Djokovic (Serbia) 
2011    Novak Djokovic (Serbia) 
2010    Rafael Nadal (Spain) 
2009    Roger Federer (Switzerland) 
2008    Rafael Nadal (Spain) 
2007    Roger Federer (Switzerland) 
2006    Roger Federer (Switzerland) 
2005    Roger Federer (Switzerland) 
2004    Roger Federer (Switzerland) 
2003    Andy Roddick (U.S.) 
2002    Lleyton Hewitt (Australia) 
2001    Lleyton Hewitt (Australia) 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

2000    Gustavo Kuerten (Brazil) 
1999    Andre Agassi (U.S.) 
1998    Pete Sampras (U.S.) 
1997    Pete Sampras (U.S.) 
1996    Pete Sampras (U.S.) 
1995    Pete Sampras (U.S.) 
1994    Pete Sampras (U.S.) 
1993    Pete Sampras (U.S.) 
1992    Jim Courier (U.S.) 
1991    Stefan Edberg (Sweden) 
1990    Stefan Edberg (Sweden) 
1989    Ivan Lendl (Czech Republic) 
1988    Mats Wilander (Sweden) 
1987    Ivan Lendl (Czech Republic) 
1986    Ivan Lendl (Czech Republic) 
1985    Ivan Lendl (Czech Republic) 
1984    John McEnroe (U.S.) 
1983    John McEnroe (U.S.) 
1982    John McEnroe (U.S.) 
1981    John McEnroe (U.S.) 
1980    Bjorn Borg (Sweden) 
1979    Bjorn Borg (Sweden) 
1978    Jimmy Connors (U.S.) 
1977    Jimmy Connors (U.S.) 
1976    Jimmy Connors (U.S.) 
1975    Jimmy Connors (U.S.) 
1974    Jimmy Connors (U.S.) 
1973    Ilie Nastase (Romania) 
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ATP – Simon Higson (simon.higson@atptour.com) 
 
# # #  
  
About the ATP 
The ATP is the governing body of the men's professional tennis circuits — the ATP Tour, the ATP 
Challenger Tour and the ATP Champions Tour. With 64 tournaments in 30 countries, the ATP Tour 
showcases the finest male athletes competing in the world’s most exciting venues. From Australia to 
Europe and the Americas to Asia, the stars of the 2020 ATP Tour will battle for prestigious titles and FedEx 
ATP Rankings points at ATP Masters 1000, 500 and 250 events, as well as Grand Slams (non-ATP 
events). The 2020 season launched in January with the inaugural ATP Cup in Australia and will culminate 
with only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and doubles teams competing for the last title of the 
season at the Nitto ATP Finals in November. Held at The O2 in London, the event will officially crown the 
2020 ATP World No. 1. For more information, please visit www.ATPTour.com. 
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