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DJOKOVIC PRESENTED YEAR-END ATP WORLD TOUR NO. 1 
TROPHY AT 2018 NITTO ATP FINALS 
 
LONDON — Novak Djokovic was today presented with the 2018 year-end ATP World Tour No. 1 trophy 
during an on-court presentation at the Nitto ATP Finals, the season finale at The O2 in London. The 
Serbian is one of only four players in ATP Rankings history (since 1973) to have clinched the year-end top 
spot on five (or more) occasions, joining Pete Sampras (six), Jimmy Connors and Roger Federer (both five 
times). 
 
Djokovic, who replaced Spain’s Rafael Nadal at No. 1 on 5 November, has completed a remarkable 
comeback to top form in 2018, capturing four titles—including two Grand Slams and two ATP World Tour 
Masters 1000s – from six tour-level finals. Aged 31 and six months, Djokovic is the oldest player to finish 
year-end No. 1 in ATP Rankings history. Having previously finished at the top in 2011-12, 2014-15, he is 
the second player — after Nadal (2008, 2010, 2013 and 2017) — with three stints as year-end No. 1. 
 
He is also the first player to be ranked outside the Top 20 and finish the same season at No. 1 in the 
history of the ATP Rankings. Russia’s Marat Safin was as low at No. 38 on 28 February 2000 before 
becoming No. 1 on 20 November that year, but he did not finish the season at No. 1. When Djokovic fell to 
No. 22 on 21 May 2018, it was his lowest ranking since he was No. 22 as a 19-year-old on 2 October 2006.  
 
"Next to the Grand Slams and the [Nitto] ATP Finals, being No. 1 is probably the ultimate challenge in our 
sport," said Djokovic. "It's the pinnacle of the entire season. I'm very proud of that achievement and it's 
extra special this year because of the whole process and the journey that I've been through in the past 15 
months. In particularly, the past 8-10 months.  
 
"After February's elbow surgery, it looked quite improbable that I'd be in this position as a year-end No. 1. 
Not just because of the rankings, being No. 22, but also because of how I felt on the court and how I 
played. But there was always a part of me that believed I could make it back and I never thought it was 
impossible." 
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Djokovic first ascended to No. 1 in the ATP Rankings aged 24 on 4 July 2011 for a total of 53 weeks until 8 
July 2012. The Serbian returned to top spot on two further occasions between 5 November 2012 and 6 
October 2013 (48 weeks) and from 7 July 2014 to 6 November 2016 (122 weeks). 
 
Djokovic underwent surgery on his right elbow after the Australian Open, which was his first tournament in 
six months. He reunited with long-time coach Marian Vajda at the Rolex Monte-Carlo Masters in April and 
entered the Internazionali BNL d’Italia in May with a 6-6 record. Djokovic has since compiled a 43-5 match 
record, including a 31-2 mark since the start of Wimbledon. 
 
The 31-year-old won two Grand Slam championship crowns at Wimbledon (d. Anderson) — which 
represented his first major title since June 2016 at Roland Garros — and at the US Open (d. Del Potro) for 
the third time in the same season (also 2011 and 2015). As the World No. 21 at Wimbledon, he was the 
lowest-ranked major champion since No. 44-ranked Gaston Gaudio at 2004 Roland Garros. He defeated 
Nadal 10-8 in the fifth set of their Wimbledon semi-final, which lasted five hours and 15 minutes. 
 
By beating Roger Federer in August at the Western & Southern Open in Cincinnati, Djokovic became the 
first player to win titles at all nine ATP World Tour Masters 1000 events since the start of the tournament 
series in 1990. He captured his fourth Rolex Shanghai Masters title (d. Coric) last month and additionally 
finished runner-up at the Fever Tree Championships at The Queen’s Club (l. to Cilic) in June and at the 
Rolex Paris Masters (l. to Khachanov) last week. 
 
Djokovic, a five-time former champion at the Nitto ATP Finals, competes this week at The O2 in London in 
Group Guga Kuerten alongside Alexander Zverev, Marin Cilic and first-time participant John Isner. Six-time 
former champion Federer features in Group Lleyton Hewitt with Kevin Anderson, Dominic Thiem and Kei 
Nishikori. 
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ATP WORLD TOUR YEAR-END NO. 1    
        
Year Player 
2018 Novak Djokovic (Serbia)      
2017 Rafael Nadal (Spain) 
2016 Andy Murray (Great Britain)    
2015 Novak Djokovic (Serbia)    
2014 Novak Djokovic (Serbia)   
2013 Rafael Nadal (Spain)    
2012 Novak Djokovic (Serbia)    
2011 Novak Djokovic (Serbia)    
2010 Rafael Nadal (Spain)    
2009 Roger Federer (Switzerland)    
2008 Rafael Nadal (Spain)    
2007 Roger Federer (Switzerland)    
2006 Roger Federer (Switzerland)    
2005 Roger Federer (Switzerland)    
2004 Roger Federer (Switzerland)    
2003 Andy Roddick (U.S.)    
2002 Lleyton Hewitt (Australia)    
2001 Lleyton Hewitt (Australia)     
2000 Gustavo Kuerten (Brazil)     
1999 Andre Agassi (U.S.)    
1998 Pete Sampras (U.S.)    
1997 Pete Sampras (U.S.)    
1996 Pete Sampras (U.S.)    
1995 Pete Sampras (U.S.)    
1994 Pete Sampras (U.S.)    
1993 Pete Sampras (U.S.)    
1992 Jim Courier (U.S.)    
1991 Stefan Edberg (Sweden)    
1990 Stefan Edberg (Sweden)    
1989 Ivan Lendl (Czech Republic)    
1988 Mats Wilander (Sweden)    
1987 Ivan Lendl (Czech Republic)    
1986 Ivan Lendl (Czech Republic)    
1985 Ivan Lendl (Czech Republic)    
1984 John McEnroe (U.S.)    
1983 John McEnroe (U.S.)    
1982 John McEnroe (U.S.)    
1981 John McEnroe (U.S.)    
1980 Bjorn Borg (Sweden)    
1979 Bjorn Borg (Sweden)    
1978 Jimmy Connors (U.S.)    
1977 Jimmy Connors (U.S.)    
1976 Jimmy Connors (U.S.)    
1975 Jimmy Connors (U.S.)    
1974 Jimmy Connors (U.S.)    
1973 Ilie Nastase (Romania)    



 

 

 

Page 4 of 4 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Learn more about the players who have held the No. 1 ATP Rankings 
 
Learn more about the history of the ATP Rankings 
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Media contacts:  
ATP:   Simon Higson, shigson@atpworldtour.com 
 
About the ATP  
The ATP is the governing body of the men's professional tennis circuits - the ATP World Tour, the ATP 
Challenger Tour and the ATP Champions Tour. With 64 tournaments in 31 countries, the ATP World Tour 
showcases the finest male athletes competing in the world’s most exciting venues. From Australia to 
Europe and the Americas to Asia, the stars of the 2018 ATP World Tour will battle for prestigious titles and 
ATP Rankings points at ATP World Tour Masters 1000, 500 and 250 events, as well as Grand Slams (non 
ATP events). At the end of the season only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and doubles teams 
will qualify to compete for the last title of the season at the Nitto ATP Finals. Held at The O2 in London, the 
event will officially crown the 2018 ATP World Tour No. 1. For more information, please visit 
www.ATPWorldTour.com.   

http://www.atpworldtour.com/en/rankings/former-no-1s
http://www.atpworldtour.com/en/news/heritage-1973-atp-rankings-celebration-part-i
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